5 a. said first endpoint acti vating a multicast communication channel having a first 

6 multicast address and commencing broadcast of said data over said multicast 

7 communication channel: 

8 b. said first endpoint tra nsmitting a request message to each of said plurality of 

9 second endpoints in or der to query each of said second endpoints whether thev can 

10 receive tran smissions broadcast to said first multicast address: 

11 c. certain of said pluralit y of second endpoints transmitting an acknowledgement 

12 message and said first endpoint receiving said acknowledgement message: 

£ 13 d. for each said acknowl edgement message received from said certain of said 

14 plurality of second endp oints which indicates that said cert ain of saiH 

|y — ■ 

Jfi 15 plurality of second endp oints can receive transmissions broadcast to said 

Ul 16 first multicast address, d eactivating said point-to-p oint communication 

N; 17 channel with said first en dpoint and said certain of said plurality of semnd 

H; 18 endpoints: and 

03 

2 19 e. terminating said broa dcast of said data and said multicast communication 

20 channel if a predetermin ed condition regarding said acknowledgement 

21 messages from said plu rality of second endpoints is satisfied. 


